
      Knights of Columbus 

    Waunakee/Westport Council 6371   

     Business Meeting Minutes April 21, 2021  

    
Call to Order 
Grand Knight Erik Hayko called the meeting to order at 7:00PM Wednesday, 4/21/2021 
This meeting was held in chambers as well as via Zoom. 
Attendance - members present 17 

Prayer 
Opening council prayer was recited 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Pledge was recited 

Roll Call of Officers 
Grand Knight   Erik Hayko  Present       
Chaplain   Fr. Vince  Present      
Deputy Grand Knight  Ben Pike  Present        
Chancellor   Don Olson  Present       
Financial Secretary  Mike Finley  Present        
Recorder   Mark Roelke  Present       
Treasurer   Dan Meyer  Present      
Advocate   Fred Reiderer  Present     
Lecturer   Tom Foster  Present    
Warden   James Haag   Absent 
Inside Guard   Andy Beckerjack Present       
Outside Guard   Chuck Frederick Present      
1 Year Trustee   Bob Sachtjen  Present     
2 Year Trustee   Ed Gilkes  Absent    
3 Year Trustee   Jon See  Present   
    
Reading of Minutes from Previous Meeting by Recorder 
Motion to approve minutes made by Paul Endres 
2nd by Rick Meier 



Chaplains Message  
Worthy Chaplain Fr Vince  
Thanked the Knights on behalf of himself and Monsignor Gunn for the help and contributions 
they have made over the past months as well as to the Drive-up Market. 
Fr Vince’s drew from todays Mass readings for inspiration for tonights message. 
First reading the Acts of the Apostles, The Church has been no stranger to persecution all 
throughout its history blessed in the United States with the peace that we have had, yet our 
brothers and sisters in Christ not all experience the same freedoms that we have here, From a 
classmate in the seminary who studied with the underground church in China, even before the 
lock down measures the government had installed card readers on all of the doors that would 
not allow anyone under the age of 18 to be admitted. All throughout history the church has been 
no stranger to persecution.  
As christians and as knights we pray for our brothers and sisters who suffer for the name of 
Christ. But even then God can use that to spread his gospel and peace. 
The idea of this persecution, it is not an us verses them kind of thing, its’ a struggle that goes 
down every heart. 
As Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn stated “The line between good and evil is a line that is not between 
nations, it’s not between political parties, or between classes. But it is a line that runs down the 
human heart and down every human heart.” And it’s a line that oscillates throughout the year. 
And that even in the heart that is the most corrupt and most archaised there is still that single 
bridgehead of good. Even in the most virtuous of souls there still remains that one small un-
uprooted corner of evil. That is the struggle  
From todays Gospel, It is Jesus Christ that says that is where the battle lies within our own 
hearts. The struggle between my will and the will of the heavenly Father. In the will of the Father 
is where we have true redemption, that is where we have reconciliation, that is where we have 
peace. In that fulfillment that we long for.  
Do not tire from doing good, do not tire of struggling, to say as our Lord himself taught us to 
pray “Thy will be done” 

Financial Secretary Report 
Worthy Treasurer Dan Meyer reported for that the balance before bills was  $24,311.12 

Receipts and Bills paid were reviewed by Worthy Financial Secretary Mike Finley they include 
the following Receipts: $382 for Dues, PKD, and Culture of Life 
The Following Payments: 
Saint Johns parish $500 (Grounds Maintenance) 
Diocese of Madison, Faith Formation donation to Love Begins Here $500 
Rotary Club $500 for donation to support the new community pier 
Waunakee Neighborhood Connection $500 financial support to those in need. 

From the General Account a check for RSVP to Brad Grobbel $500 and an additional $500 
check written to Deacon Luke Powels 
Also from the Charity Account Paul Endres wrote out a check to Andrew Kersting and Mark 
Wagner. 

Membership Report 



Financial Secretary Mike Finley reported that there were 71 outstanding members 
who have not paid. 
Officers Recommendation for Request for Funds 
* 
Committee or Event Report Outs or Planning 
*State Raffle - Paul Endres reported that we sold 655 Raffle tickets this year, 98 more than last 
years 557 tickets sold. 
*Dennis Hampton reported on the following festivals: 
* Waunafest will be going on as planned, the pancake breakfast and food tent are on. 
Marshal Frey has lined up the Fourth degree Knights for the parade. The dates are July 23-July 
25.  
* Wauktoberfest will go on as scheduled, stay tuned for more details. 
* The Church festival is still in the planning. 
* During the Lent season the Knights had a book out in the Narthex for parishioners, 
“Perfectly Yourself” by Patrick Kelly. A lot of people took advantage of this opportunity and 
picked up a book. Starting with 500 books there are less than 50 remaining. 

*Fred Reidereer reported on the KC Developmentally Disabled  fundraiser formally the tootsie 
roll fundraiser, there will be a touchless donation collection during the months of April and May. 
There will be no collections at businesses this year. A note in the KC newsletter explaining the 
process where people may mail in contributions. There will also be a collection after mass 
during one of the weekends in May. 
*Don Olson reported on the Holiday Raffle, a profit of $15908.57 Don presented a check to 
Home and School for $6363.43 And has a check for financial Secretary Mike Finley for 
$9545.43 for the KC’s 
* Worthy Grand Knight Erik Hayko reported on the following. 

* The Drive up market permits have expired, alternatives will be announced in the future. 
* The Kelsey Townsend Family BBQ Fundraiser, our council sold 200 orders of shredded 

pork. The funds will be used to pay for Kelseys medical bills she incurred from COVID19 
while she was pregnant. 

* Also Mothers Day Rose Sale is coming up and may be looking for council members to 
lead, pre-order and purchase from Costco the roses for our council. Proceeds for this 
event go to the Women’s Care Center, Rick Raemisch suggested donating to the area 
nursing homes and care centers and then sell the remainder of the roses. 

*Hosting a Garage Sale Food stand - open for discussion, comments. Tom Foster reported that 
the Lions/Lionesses will not be holding a food stand, Rick Raemisch brought up that we should 
proceed with caution due to COVID restrictions.  
*Dennis Hampton reported that the Camp Gray scholarship forms are being distributed. 

Thank You Notes 
Worthy Grand Knight Erik Hayko 
Received a Thank you note from the Rotary for our $500 donation 
Received a Thank you note from Mark Wagner for the donation he received from the Knights 
The cemetery board Thanked us for our donation. 
4th Degree reported 



Report on the 4th Degree from Mike Hockstein - NA 

Field Agent reported 
Report from Agent Dennis O’Connell - NA 

District Deputy reported 
 Worthy District Deputy Dennis Hampton   
 Supreme has put our a new COVID recovery program, Supreme wants to be sure that councils 
are helping people get back to Church, Mass and back to our council meetings.  They have put 
together a program on things we should be doing such as meeting with our pastors, 
encouraging members to come back to meetings or make sure the technology is in place for the 
virtual meeting,, and as more activities are planned making sure everything is done to make the 
activity successful, and using these activities to recruit new members. 

Also for the May meeting Worthy District Deputy Hampton inquired about the councils slate of 
candidates ready to be published, elections will be in June, installations of new officers will be in 
July. 

Worthy District Deputy Hampton inquired at how the council is doing on progress towards the 
Columbian award and progress towards star council. 

There will be two 4th degree exemplifications coming up. The Western district exemplification in 
Onalaska on May 15th will be held in person. 
The Eastern district exemplification on May 15th will be held virtually. 

Supreme has a new program/podcast called KnightCast. This is a series of information about 
the Knights of Columbus and what’s going on in the Knights. You can find more on this at 
KofC.org/Knightcast 

New Business 
Worthy financial secretary Mike Finley reported no bills 
Receipts:  
Paul Endres $7.70 
Two from Dennis Hampton  $23.94, $52.74 
Motion to approve the receipts  made by Rick Meier, 2nd Bob Sachtjen, Motion Carried 

Good of the Order   
 Worthy Lecturer Tom Foster  
Tom shared his thoughts on an article that he read in October on the magic bank account. An 
article found in the wallet of Alabama football coach Paul Baer Bryant. In the article there was a 
prize and the amount you received was $86400 every day. Which was deposited into the magic 
bank account.  What we came to realize was that this was actually the number of seconds in a 
day and you could spend this amount but at the end of the day it was all gone. And then the 
next day you got another $86400.  



From this same October meeting Tom recalled an offering from Sister Melanie Svobodo, Sisters 
of Notre Dame, wrote and article about time. Time is a gift from God, sister suggested an 
exercise - listen to a ticking clock then ask yourself what have you done with your time. Think 
what have you done throughout the year and what would you like to do with your time. 

From Mathew Kelly’s book “Amazing Possibilities” he said we don’t need more time, we need 
more energy, everyone gets 24 hours a day. Everyone is equal we all get the same amount of 
time. The differencing factor is energy. which is our most valuable resource. 
Myths Kelly wrote about were stress is bad, money drives performance, and down time is a 
waste of time. He put a twist on these Myths writing stress isn’t bad, stress all the time is bad. 
Down time isn’t  a waste of time, too much down time is a waste of time. Money doesn’t drive 
performance, Cash and purpose drive performance. 
Energy is created by our own sense of purpose, It really depends on us 
Tom believes we need a reminder on getting our priorities straight, energy and fear like we have 
experienced during the pandemic take the energy out of us. Trust that God has everything 
covered but don’t use that as an excuse to be lazy and wasteful. 
Don’t put your trust in money or things of the earth., because they will pass away also. 
Remember our motto.Tempus Fugit Memento Mori - Time Flies Remember Death and do the 
best we can. 

Grand Knight  Summary 
Worthy Grand Knight Erik Hayko made the following points: 
* Membership, find new members. - Not having a membership and recruitment committee would 
be helpful. Currently we have more deceased members than new members for the year. 
* If you are interested in being as officer or know someone who may be interested or should be 

approached to identify their interests. The known vacancies are Deputy Grand Knight and two 
Trustee positions. 

* Nominations will be collected during the May Business Meeting, posted in the minutes and 
included in the June Newsletter and voted on during the June Business Meeting. 

* Dues Payment alternatives - would members be interested in being able to pay dues online 
through an app such as Zelle or Venmo? Several members spoke on the topic and made very 
good points. Officers can research and report back. 

* Worthy Grand Knight Erik Hayko announced Rich Hellenbrand as our Knight of the month. 

Closing Prayer 
Prayer requests - Hail Mary and GloryBe recited by members. 
Closing Council Prayer was read by Worthy Grand Knight Erik Hayko 

Closing 
Motion to close the meeting requested by Worthy Grand Knight Erik Hayko 
Motion made by Bob Sachtjen , 2nd Chuck Fredrick   - motioned carried 




